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Topics

 United Methodism Around the World

 Focus on Africa

 Hearing from:

- African United Methodists and

- Those who have worked with African UMC
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Pop Quiz:

As of 2016 the United Methodist (UM) Church outside the United 
States had approximately 7.54 million members.

 How many UM members are there in Europe and Russia (not 
including the United Kingdom)?

a. 575,000
b. 121,000
c. 1.35 million

 In Africa?
a. 7.2 million
b. 3.6 million
c. 4.9 million
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 In Asia and Australia?
a. 864,000
b. Too few to count
c. 240,000

 In South America?
a. 92,000
b. 637,000
c. Too few to count
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UM Membership in Europe (outside United 
Kingdom)

121,000 
  with 71,000 in Germany

Methodism Historically in Europe

Europe has been consistently somewhat resistant to “newcomer 
Protestant groups” (i.e., those that didn’t start from the 
Reformaton on its contnent in the West, and of course all sorts of 
resistances in the East except to the Orthodox or Eastern Rite 
Churches, resistances ofen driven by the interests of natve 
Orthodox or Eastern Rite Catholic leadership). This isn’t likely to 
change anytme soon. 
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UM Membership in the Philippines

240,000

Methodism historically in the Philippines

The Philippines is its own case. First we autonomized the Philippines as a 
separate church, then we ALSO started our own new Central Conference 
there. So there are two major Methodist bodies there, both with origins 
in the US churches. I don’t know the politcs behind why this happened. 
But it did. So let me suggest that growth in the UMC churches there is 
somewhat checked locally in a way by growth in other Methodist bodies 
in the Philippines that we are responsible for to some degree. One of 
the ways the Philippines Central Conference (UMC) has responded to 
this has been to increase the number of annual conferences there—
even without increasing the total number of churches. This has the 
efect of increasing the potental base number of meneral Conference 
votes, thus, for their size, giving the annual conferences in the 
Philippines a signifcantly outsized infuence in mC decisions. Central 
Conference rules allow for this multplicaton (by division, in efect) of 
annual conferences in ways the US cannot do. 10
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Africa 

 58 countries

 Populaton 1.3 billion  (est. as of 2018)

United States

 Populaton 325 million (est. as of 2018)
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UM Membership in Africa

7,180,000

2.25 million in North Katanga Central Conference (southeast Congo and 
Tanzania)

UM Membership in United States

6,950,000
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Pan-Africa Eforts

Africa University

Africa Initatve
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Africa University

 Approved in 1988 General Conference and building started in 1991 in 
Zimbabwe as frst private UMC university in Africa

 Africa University is a "private, Pan-African and United Methodist-
related insttuton." It has more than 1,200 students from 36 African 
countries.[1]

 The university is Pan-African in design and spirit. Thirty six natons of 
Africa were represented in the student populaton for the 2015/2016 
academic year. The majority of faculty and administratve staf are 
Africans. Professors and policy makers comprise permanent and 
visitng educators from the United States, Europe, and around the 
world. The ofcial language at the university is English, which is also 
the ofcial language of Zimbabwe. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pan-African
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Methodist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Africa_University#cite_note-1
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 There are thirty-two buildings on the campus with four currently under 
constructon. The 32 buildings include 12 dormitories, 12 senior staf 
housing units, a chapel, and a state-of-the-art library complex. The four 
buildings under constructon include a student clinic, two housing duplexes 
for senior staf, and the building for the Insttute of Peace, Leadership, and 
Governance (IPLG). 

 There are currently 3 schools at Africa University, namely the College of 
Health, Agriculture and Natural Sciences; the College of Business, Peace, 
Leadership and Governance; and the College of Social Sciences, Theology, 
Humanites and Educaton.[5] There is also the Africa University 
Informaton Technology Training Center.[

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Africa_University#cite_note-5
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Information_Technology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Africa_University#cite_note-6
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 Funding for Africa University is a two-part $20 million efort every four 
years. Ten million is apportoned to the 34,000+ United Methodist 
churches. The apportoned dollars provide for the day-to-day operatng 
expenses of the university. The second ten million is raised through 
World Service Special Gifs for a permanent endowment. The interest 
and earnings on the permanent endowment provide for scholarships 
and other fnancial aid for students as well as meet new and emerging 
programmatc needs of the university. 



Africa Initatve

Founded in 2008, the Africa Initatve ofers training for the annual 
and provisional United Methodist Church conferences of the 
contnent in a range of areas, including cross-cultural evangelizing 
and missions, discipleship, leadership development and resource 
mobilizaton.

The organizaton also provides a forum for discussion of key issues 
before The United Methodist Church.
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The Africa Initatve Prayer and Leadership Summit, held Aug. 6-
11 2017 in Nairobi, carried the theme “Standing on the Promises 
of God” (Isaiah 41:10) and brought together more than 80 leaders 
from the central conferences in Africa, many of them General 
Conference delegates.
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Speakers at a gathering of the Africa Initatve ofered support for 
the Traditonal Plan that will be under consideraton at the special 
General Conference in February 23-26, 2019.

They also called for African conferences of The United Methodist 
Church to move toward economic self-sufciency.
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https://www.umnews.org/en/news/africans-poised-for-clout-at-gc2016


“I am not speaking for the College of Bishops in Africa, but come 
the Special General Conference in 2019, we will support you our 
brothers and sisters who are advocatng for the Traditonal Plan,” 
he said. Yohanna was one of the 32 members of the Commission on 
a Way Forward.
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The Rev. Taylor Burton-Edwards is an Elder in the Indiana Conference of the United Methodist 
Church and has served as Director of Worship Resources with Discipleship Ministries (formerly 

known as The meneral Board of Discipleship) since 2005. He is a member and currently Secretary of 
the North American Academy of Liturgy and convener of the seminar “Exploring Contemporary and 

Alternatve Worship” (2010-present).  Rev. Burton-Edwards also “having worked myself fairly 
extensively in Congo from 2011-2016, and much less so in Tanzania.”
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Growth of Methodism in Africa – Why?

That leaves sub-Saharan Africa. What my late friend Bob Walters, longtme 
missionary there and past DCM for North Katanga, said repeatedly—and I think 
this may be a signifcant part of it—is a signifcant reason for our growth and 
size there in the last 30 years especially has to do with the fact that when every 
other denominaton was removing its pastors (or they were just up and leaving) 
during the Civil Wars, our pastors stayed, sufered, died with the people, and 
then a new pastor would be sent to do the same, if necessary. The witness was 
“we are with you, no mater what.” Our pastors would go to warlords and say 
to them, “I am your pastor, sent by Bishop Ntambo. We are going to talk about 
what is going on here.” (Talk about acceptng “the freedom and power Christ 
gives to resist evil, injustce, and oppression!”). Where you see the largest 
growth (North Katanga and East Congo Episcopal areas) are the places where 
the Civil Wars had the greatest death tolls and the worst atrocites commited. I 
have to add, it didn’t hurt that the bishop of the North Katanga Episcopal Area 
(which included much of what is now the East Congo area at the tme) was also 
a Senator (Nkulu Ntambo) who was a strong advocate and leader in the process 
of ending the Civil Wars and dealing with the atrocites. 

Does this remind you of the brave circuit riders in America on the fronter who 
weren’t sure they would see it each other alive again from one year to the next?
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Diversity in Africa

I can tell you your statement about the fundamental 
diversity within African expressions of theology, emphasis, 
and church life is spot on. Even within Congo—itself a 
country with over 450 languages on a land mass larger than 
all of Europe, the degree of diversity is profound, 
linguistcally, culturally, and in many other ways. 
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The Democratc Republic of Congo (DRC) – “The vast central African country has been hit by waves of 
violence, rebellions, protests and politcal turmoil in recent months, leading to worries about a new civil 
war like that which killed fve million people between 1997 and 2003.

The humanitarian situaton is dire. More than 13 million Congolese need humanitarian aid, twice as many 
as last year, and 7.7 million face severe food insecurity, up 30% from a year ago, the United Natons said in 
March. Many humanitarian ofcials complain that global atenton has been diverted to more heavily 
reported crises in the Middle East. 
More than 4.5 million people are displaced, the highest number in the DRC for more than 20 years, latest 
fgures show. There are outbreaks of cholera. The fghtng is, as Kapitu feared, getng worse.
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Internal Conficts in Sub-Saharan Africa are Real and Ongoing

'The wars will never stop' - millions fee bloodshed as Congo falls apart 

The muardian, April 3, 2018
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The 10 places in crisis the world chooses to ignore – in pictures

The Guardian – July 2018

Many of the world’s most complex emergencies rarely hit the headlines. Here, the 
Norwegian Refugee Council reveals the disasters that are neglected due to lack of politcal will, donor 
fatgue and media indiference

1: Democratc Republic of the Congo
DRC has slipped out of the headlines, even though the same number of people are in need as in Syria. 
Violence, disease and malnutriton are part of daily life in large areas of the country. By the end of 2017, a 
total of 4.5 million Congolese were internally displaced, and around 700,000 had fed to neighbouring 
countries. Its conficts are fuelled by ethnic rivalries, the struggle over natural resources and lack of 
government control. This image shows the Katanika displacement setlement, home to 70,000 people, most 
of whom fed violent inter-ethnic clashes 

2: South Sudan
As civil war here enters its ffh year, the humanitarian crisis is worsening, with more than half the country’s 
populaton of 12.9 million people relying on aid to survive. Violence has forced one in three people to leave 
their homes, creatng refugee crises in Uganda, Sudan and Ethiopia. Those who remain face a deadly famine 
following poor harvests. Nyejal is the family’s only breadwinner as her husband is blind. ‘I really hope the 
cultvaton will go beter this tme,’ she says. ‘Last year we nearly lost everything due to the bad weather’ 
Photograph: Albert monzalez Farran/NRC

https://www.nrc.no/globalassets/images/fr-2018/neglisjert/eng/the-worlds-most-neglected-displacement-crises
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3: Central African Republic
The confict in CAR has moved down the list only because of the drastc deterioraton of the 
crises in neighbouring DRC and South Sudan. Clashes contnue between the mostly 
Christan ant-Balaka milita and the Seleka, a predominantly Muslim coaliton of rebels. The 
number of internally displaced people rose by 70% last year to 689,000. Despite the 
confict’s escalaton, it contnues to receive litle media atenton and humanitarian needs 
are chronically neglected. It was one of the least-funded major crises in 2017 

4: Burundi
Since 2015 more than 400,000 people have fed Burundi because of politcal unrest and 
humanitarian crises, with the number increasing by more than 20% last year. Most have 
sought refuge in Tanzania, living in overcrowded camps such as Nyarugusu refugee camp

 5: Ethiopia
More than a million Ethiopians fed their homes last year because of confict and drought. 
Mountng insecurity around the border areas of Oromia and the Somali regions afer 
September forced out 700,000 people. Just 46% of Ethiopia’s $1.4bn (£1bn) internatonal 
aid appeal was funded by the end of 2017. Many Ethiopians can expect another year of 
hardship and hunger, yet the crisis remains largely of the internatonal radar 

https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/gallery/2016/apr/23/devastating-overcrowding-burundian-refugees-in-tanzania-nyarugusu-nduta-in-pictures
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/gallery/2016/apr/23/devastating-overcrowding-burundian-refugees-in-tanzania-nyarugusu-nduta-in-pictures
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6: Palestne Refugees

7: Myanmar

8: Yemen

9: Venezuela

10: Nigeria
The confict between Nigeria’s armed forces and Boko Haram fghters has contnued to drive people from 
their homes in the north of the country. Nigeria has intensifed its military operatons and Boko Haram is 
retaliatng by stepping up atacks on sof targets such as refugees and internally displaced people. Up to 1.7 
million Nigerians have been afected. Public services have collapsed and nearly half a million homes and 
many schools, health posts and water facilites have been destroyed
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Mwama Mukenguo, 
40, fed from Kiuya 
village in Tanganyika 
province, where her 
husband was killed. 
‘We have nothing,’ she 
says. ‘I gave birth to my 
baby in May and he’s 
severely malnourished. 
I have eight kids – six 
are here with me now 
and two are with 
relatves. We need 
food and we need 
clothes’ 
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Sidebar – 

Way Forward Commission

3 Plans Recommended

Traditonalist
One Church
Connectonal

UMC Council of Bishops Recommendaton in May 2018

Special General Conference in St. Louis in February 23-26, 2019 to 
consider “Way Forward” for UMC



Way Forward Commission - The 32-member commission, which last met in January 
2018, has suggested three diferent frameworks for the church’s future.

Traditonalist Plan - would maintain the church’s ofcial stances on homosexuality, 
which declare the practce of homosexuality incompatble with Christan teaching, 
preclude clergy from ofciatng at same-sex unions and prohibit the ordinaton of self-
professed practcing gay clergy. This model also would emphasize accountability and 
enforcement of relevant church law.

One Church Plan - would remove the Book of Discipline’s restrictve language, allowing 
conferences to decide how inclusive to be, while protectng clergy who could not, as a 
mater of conscience, perform a same-sex union or support ordinaton of openly gay 
clergy.

Connectonal Conference Plan - foresees multple branches of the denominaton 
sharing a General Conference and certain agency functons. One branch might favor 
the traditonalist approach, another the centrist, with a third optng for full inclusion 
of LGBTQ individuals. 46

https://www.umnews.org/en/news/church-leaders-hear-way-forward-update
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/what-is-the-denominations-position-on-homosexuality
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UMC Council of Bishops Press Release (May 4, 2018) Afer Meetng in Chicago

At the conclusion of the discernment process, the Council of Bishops strongly approved 
the following moton and ratonale:
Having received and considered the extensive work of the Commission on a Way 
Forward, the Council of Bishops will submit a report to the Special Session of the 
General Conference in 2019 that includes:
All three plans (The Traditonalist Plan, The One Church Plan and the Connectonal 
Conference Plan) for a way forward considered by the Commission and the Council.
The Council’s recommendaton of the One Church Plan.
An historical narratve of the Council’s discernment process regarding all three plans.
 Ratonale:  In order to invite the church to go deeper into the journey the Council and 
Commission have been on, the Council will make all the informaton considered by the 
Commission and the Council of Bishops available to the delegates of the General 
Conference and acknowledges there is support for each of the three plans within the 
Council.  The values of our global church are refected in all three plans.  The majority 
of the Council recommends the One Church Plan as the best way forward for The 
United Methodist Church.
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African UMC Clergy and Bishops strongly support the 
Traditonalist Plan 

However – 

They also speak of other issues of greater relevance to the 
UM Church in Africa

- Terrorism and Regional Conficts

- Polygamy, Divorce, etc.

- Reducing Poverty and Gaining Economic Self-Sufciency

 



African UMC Bishops – Sept. 2015 Positons 
Prior to May 2016 General Conference in 
Portland, Oregon
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African Bishops’ Statements 

Global Terrorism

In Africa, the Boko Haram insurgents contnue to carry out atrocites and mayhem 
against innocent citzens in towns, villages, cites, and religious facilites (mosques and 
churches) in Nigeria, Chad, Cameroon, Niger, etc.  Young men and women are being 
manipulated to carry out suicide bombings to destroy innocent lives and property. 
The Al-Shabab also contnues to unleash untold havoc against innocent civilians in 
Somalia, Kenya, and other parts of Africa.

As a consequence of these crises, thousands of families have been ripped away from 
their homes and made homeless. Thousands of others have died from starvaton, 
disease, lack of shelter, and crossfre bombing and shootng between warring factons. 
Women and girls have sufered enslavement and rape, while thousands of children 
are denied their rights to educaton and safety as the crisis rages on.

-
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African Bishops’ Statement – Global Terrorism cont’d

We whole-heartedly condemn these atrocites and call upon the United 
Natons and our politcal leaders in Africa including the African Union to 
do all that lies within their power to restore peace and tranquility. We 
will contnue to pray to Almighty God for his divine interventon while 
we pursue some practcal ways to pursue the path of peace and unity, 
including dialogue with our young people, grassroots, women’s 
movements, and community and politcal leaders.



Marriage and Sexuality

As leaders of the church in Africa, we call upon all United Methodists, Bishops, 
clergy and Laity to an unreserved commitment to the Holy Bible as the primary 
authority for faith and practce in the church. We call upon all members 
throughout the connecton to adopt practces consistent with the teachings of 
the Holy Scriptures. We submit to the teachings of Scripture that God designed 
marriage to be between man and woman, and the procreaton of children is a 
blessing from God (Gen. 2:24-25; Psalm 127:3-5). Scripture also teaches that all 
persons are sexual beings, whether or not they are married. However, sexual 
relatons are afrmed only within the covenant bond of a faithful monogamous, 
heterosexual marriage, and not within same-sex unions or polygamy. The 
Christan marriage covenant is holy, sacred, and consecrated by God and is 
expressed in shared fdelity between one man and one woman for life. In this 
vein, we denounce all forms of sexual exploitaton, including fornicaton, 
adultery, sexual commercializaton, slavery, abuse, polygamy, etc.
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Maintaining the Unity of the Church

One of the functons of the Bishops of the church is to 
“maintain the unity of the church”.  As leaders of the church, 
we believe that there are far more important issues that unite 
us than issues of sexual orientaton. As a church, we are called 
to be in solidarity with people who sufer as a result of unjust 
politcal systems, wars, famine, poverty, natural disasters, 
diseases, illiteracy etc. etc. We believe that we can be united 
around these issues rather than allow ourselves to be ripped 
apart by issues of sexual orientaton.
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We whole-heartedly condemn these atrocities and call upon 
the United Nations and our political leaders in Africa 
including the African Union to do all that lies within their 
power to restore peace and tranquility. We will continue to 
pray to Almighty God for his divine intervention while we 
pursue some practical ways to pursue the path of peace and 
unity, including dialogue with our young people, grassroots, 
women’s movements, and community and political leaders.

In recognition of our role as God’s messengers of peace and 
reconciliation, we present this press release in the hope that we 
will draw the attention of our denomination to the stark 
realities of needless suffering and pain in our world as a result 
of current Global terrorism, unjust political systems and the 
manipulation of weaker nations by world powers; and to work 
together as a church to usher in God’s reign of peace, justice 
and freedom to all.
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Book of Resolutons: Eradicatng Sexual and Gender-Based Violence

Adopted 2016

Our Call

United Methodists have worked to eradicate the many forms of violence that destroy the integrity of individuals, 
families, communites, and natons. People of faith must work to change attudes, beliefs, policies, and practces at 
all levels of society that dehumanize and promote the exploitaton and abuse of women and girls. Women with 
equal rights are beter educated, healthier, and have greater access to land, jobs, and fnancial resources. Because 
women and children, along with others, are ignored, abused, and violated, we urge renewed commitment to 
eradicatng violence against women and children in all its forms.

We call on all United Methodists, local churches, campus ministries, colleges, universites, seminaries, annual 
conferences, general agencies and commissions, and the Council of Bishops to:

1. Teach, preach, and model healthy masculinity and respectul relatonships that refect the sacred worth of women 
and girls (Principles of Healthy Masculinity, htp://www.maleallies.org/principles-of-healthy-masculinity);

2. Engage men and boys as allies in the promoton of gender equality;

3. Assess resources used in local ministry setngs to ensure the promoton of sacred worth of women and girls and 
healthy masculinity;

http://www.maleallies.org/principles-of-healthy-masculinity
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4. Develop theological, educatonal, and advocacy tools to raise public awareness of sexual and gender-based 
violence, and to promote a culture of nonviolence;

5. Develop and implement culturally relevant and culturally competent training focused on violence against 
women;

6. Advocate for an end to harmful traditonal practces, such as child marriage, polygamy, and female genital 
mutlaton;

7. Advocate for training in local contexts for people on the front lines of disaster and confict to recognize 
women’s and girls’ increased vulnerability to opportunistc rape, sexual exploitaton, and other forms of sexual 
and gender-based violence;

8. Advocate for full and legal access to medically safe reproductve health-care services. Violence against 
women undermines sexual and reproductve health, contributng to unwanted pregnancies, unsafe abortons, 
fstulas, sexually transmited infectons, and HIV, and their recurrence;

9. Ensure that adolescent sexual and reproductve health services address gender-based violence, including 
access to prompt quality care in cases of rape, emergency contracepton and Post Exposure Prophylaxis to 
prevent HIV infecton, and additonal referrals (e.g., legal, specialized counseling, and support groups);
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10. Provide comprehensive sexuality educaton so that girls and women in abusive relatonships have increased 
understanding of their bodies and tools to protect themselves from sexually transmited diseases and/or 
unwanted pregnancies;

11. Advocate for girls to have access to higher levels of educaton to decrease the rates of child marriage and 
poverty;

12. Ensure that all children have access to registraton and documentaton, including birth registraton, to 
increase access to basic services. and,

13. Advocate for the reducton of war and confict in the world to reduce conditons that increase the risk of 
aggression toward women and girls.

The Church must reexamine the theological messages it communicates in light of the experiences of victms of 
sexual and gender-based violence. We must treat with extreme care the important, but ofen-misused, concepts 
of sufering, forgiveness, and the nature of marriage and the family. Part of our call, as individuals and as a 
Church, is seeking to address the root causes of violence, working to eradicate it in its multple forms, and being 
mod’s instruments for the wholeness of afected women and children. As people of faith we must become aware 
of how violence afects our communites, how we can end our partcipaton in it, and what interventons will end 
its ongoing cycles
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"It's mind-boggling, and it baffles the Christian leader from 
Africa -- I speak for all of Africa -- it baffles the mind of the 
Christian leader from Africa, who ascribes to the whole Bible as 
his or her primary authority for faith and practice, to see and to 
hear that cultural Christianity can take the place of the Bible. 
United Methodists in America and other parts of the world are 
far going away from Scripture and giving in to cultural 
Christianity," Kulah said.
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Despite this sense of outrage, the African delegations largely maintained a 
calm, restrained presence amid the vocal demonstrations and arguments 
over procedure at the conference. But many stood up and sang during the 
recess in the middle of the most contentious day, as delegates considered
 whether to defer decisions on LGBT inclusion to a specially created 
commission. Their singing, asking God for help, brought a joyous 
moment in the middle of strife.

"I think the Americans have something to learn from us," said Betty 
Katiyo, a delegate from the West Zimbabwe Conference.

She reflected the belief among many delegates from growing African 
conferences that their churches retain something of the spirit of 
Methodism's founder John Wesley that they can share with the rest of the 
denomination. 67

http://religionnews.com/2016/05/20/african-methodists-worry-about-the-church-that-brought-them-christianity/.@BishopSallyDyck%20of%20Chicago,%20trying%20to%20move%20things%20along:%20%22This%20is%20a%20hot%20tip%20if%20you%20should%20go%20for%20it:%20You%20don't%20go%20to%20the%20mic.%22#UMCGC


Practcing John Wesley’s Ideas in Africa

"I think the Americans have something to learn from us," said 
Bety Katyo, a delegate from the West Zimbabwe Conference.

She refected the belief among many delegates from growing 
African conferences that their churches retain something of the 
spirit of Methodism's founder John Wesley that they can share 
with the rest of the denominaton.
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And the Rev. Mande Muyombo, executve director of the meneral Board of 
mlobal Ministries' mlobal Mission Connectons and delegate from North 
Katanga -

Her church of 1,500 emphasizes the Wesleyan idea of "class meetings," 
small groups that gather every other week in members' homes to pray 
and act as family. The church is a "nucleus" of the community, she said, 
hosting events throughout the week, and the congregation sets the day 
aside for worship after Sunday school "rather than a one-and-a-half-
hour thing every week."

The church in North Katanga also offers a holistic, Wesleyan approach 
to evangelism, according to Muyombo: building schools, hospitals, wells 
and farming projects around churches and making them relevant to 
their context.
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And the denomination's churches are sending missionaries "from 
everywhere to everywhere," said Thomas Kemper, general 
secretary for Global Ministries.

But, Kemper said: "We need to find a relevant way for the 
Western culture as they seem to find a way for African or Filipino 
or whatever culture. It's not that easy."

That's not to say churches in Africa are without challenges, 
Muyombo said.

The priorities instead for African churches are on such 
things as planting churches, ending conflicts and eradicating 
poverty, he said.
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The General Conference is scheduled for the frst tme outside the 
U.S. in 2024 in Manila, Philippines, followed by 2028 in Harare, 
Zimbabwe.

Meantme, Katyo said, "I wish either they come or they ask 
us to come … be missionaries to America. … I'm sure if 
that happens there will be change."
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How United Is African United Methodism?

by David W. Scott 
October 27, 2017

This post is by UM & Global blogmaster Dr. David W. Scott, Director of 
Mission Theology at the General Board of Global Ministries. The opinions 
and analysis expressed here are Dr. Scott's own and do not reflect in any 
way the official position of Global Ministries.
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http://um-insight.net/topics/david_w_scott/
http://www.umcmission.org/


Pan-Africa Initatves

Currently, in additon to the African College of Bishops, which brings 
together all United Methodist bishops across the contnent, African 
United Methodists mainly come together around issues of higher 
educaton, whether that's for meetngs of the 
African Associaton of United Methodist Theological Insttutes (AAUMTI
) and African Associaton of Methodist Insttutes of Higher Educaton 
(AAMIHE)
, or through networks centering around Africa University. The 
UMC Africa Initatve has also tried to link Africans across the 
contnent. Central Conferences bring together Africans from portons, 
but not the entrety, of the contnent.

77

https://www.gbhem.org/article/gbhem-and-african-education-associations-meet-c%C3%B4te-d%E2%80%99ivoire-impact-leadership-development
https://www.gbhem.org/article/gbhem-and-african-education-associations-meet-c%C3%B4te-d%E2%80%99ivoire-impact-leadership-development
https://www.gbhem.org/article/gbhem-and-african-education-associations-meet-c%C3%B4te-d%E2%80%99ivoire-impact-leadership-development
http://africau.edu/
http://um-insight.net/in-the-church/umc-global-nature/umc-africa-initiative-schedules-pre-general-conference-meeti/


Funding for African UMC Insttutons largely from UMC in America

All of the meetngs mentoned above, however, are largely underwriten by 
American United Methodist dollars. Costs for the Africa College of Bishops 
come from the Episcopal Fund. AAUMTI and AAMIHE are sponsored by the 
General Board of Higher Educaton and Ministry. The UMC Africa Initatve is 
funded by American donors. Africa University is also largely supported by 
American donors.

This fnancial situaton has its pros and cons, but it is worth pointng out 
because the contnued fow of US dollars to support pan-African initatves is 
not guaranteed in the future, especially at current levels. The 
recommendatons the Commission on a Way Forward makes and the 
subsequent actons of called General Conference in 2019 could signifcantly 
alter these economic fows.
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Hard Questons regarding African Methodism if American funding 
slows down –

If there is less American money available for pan-African initatves 
post-2019, the queston then will become what value such initatves 
have in the eyes of Africans themselves. Will Africans stll be willing 
to pay for some or all of these initatves, especially in the light of 
limited resources, overwhelming needs, and the high cost of travel 
among African countries? Or will Sierra Leonean, Congolese, 
Zimbabwean, Angolan, and other African United Methodist groups 
go their own ways and dispense with the fcton of pan-African 
United Methodism?
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http://www.ibtimes.com/african-air-travel-why-are-airlines-africa-so-expensive-unsafe-impossible-navigate-1234609
https://www.afdb.org/en/blogs/afdb-championing-inclusive-growth-across-africa/post/visa-restrictions-and-economic-consequences-in-africa-11987/


What if African United Methodists Split Apart

If individual groups do decide to go their own ways, that will not 
necessarily be a bad thing. First, it's their decision, and they 
have the right to make that decision. Second, 
Africa is not a country. It's a lot of diferent countries with 
numerous diferent contexts between and within those 
countries. A more local focus could pay dividends with regards 
to developing successful ministries. Formerly Britsh-afliated 
but now separate and autonomous Methodist Churches in Africa 
do not seek to collaborate in the same ways the UMC does, and 
they may actually be growing faster.
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https://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/jan/24/africa-clinton
http://www.umglobal.org/2013/06/world-growth-of-united-methodist-church.html


Get Ready for a Controversial View - 

If diferent groups go their own way and dispense with the noton of pan-African 
United Methodism, it will demonstrate one thing, though. It will demonstrate just 
how colonial The United Methodist Church is. A colonial system is dependent on 
the imperial center to connect the various parts of the periphery. The only reason 
there were connectons between India and Guyana or Fiji, for instance, is because 
they were both part of the Britsh Empire. If it turns out that the US was keeping 
pan-African United Methodism together, we will beter understand the US's role 
as imperial center in our own peculiar religious empire.

And African United Methodists may yet afrm the value they see in connectng 
with one another. There are some real and signifcant bonds of fellowship and 
support between African United Methodists across the contnent. I do not mean 
to disparage these. Ultmately, though, the queston will be for Africans to decide 
for themselves the value they see in such connectons.
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Commentary: Sexuality debate overshadows real issues in Africa
By the Rev. Lloyd T. Nyarota  |  January 4, 2017

Nyarota is a United Methodist elder from Zimbabwe who is now serving a two-point 
United Church of Canada charge in the province of Alberta. He has served as a 
consultant for the United Methodist Board of Church and Society.

I have always felt humbled at being asked to be that voice because I am one of the few United Methodist 
clergy from Africa who has visited every central conference and almost all of the episcopal areas in Africa. I 
also have conversed with my friends from across the contnent and with delegates to the meneral Conference.
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The United Methodist Council of Bishops has named the Commission on a Way Forward, and Africa 
got a fair share of the 32 seats. Two African bishops will serve and another will act as one of three 
moderators. There also are lay people and clergy from across Africa on the commission.

This is a good thing. However, the interestng part is that this commission is going to discuss a way 
forward for The United Methodist Church primarily on the issue of homosexuality and how we can 
try to keep our connectonal unity.

I have atended two meneral Conferences as a consultant, which means I have spent more of my tme 
in the halls and corridors with lobbyists. Both tmes, I was roped into being a voice from Africa at the 
table, so that I can speak on issues afectng the African churches.

I have noted something interestng: Both the conservatves and the progressives have realized that 
African numbers are growing by the day and each group is desperate for this vote in hopes of 
changing things in whichever directon they want the church to go.
Africa is now the deal breaker at meneral Conferences.
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The church in Africa is not divided on the sexuality issue. Africans generally agree with current 
church law that homosexuality is incompatble with Christan teaching

But Africans sufer so many other exclusions and divisions in our churches, such as tribalism, 
regionalism, and polygamy and, at tmes, nepotsm. These are issues in which we really want to see 
our coaliton partners’ support with the same energy and enthusiasm that they want us to show and 
put forth on the sexuality issue. 

At meneral Conference 2016, it was the conservatves who wanted to cut money from the World 
Service Fund, even though that fund is the one that provides the most support for ministries in Africa 
and Asia. And some of those ministries address poverty, which is one of the biggest issues facing 
African churches.

Meanwhile, those of us from sub-Saharan Africa have to summon a lot of energy to talk about sex in 
public. It’s taboo to talk about how people have sex and with whom. But we have been forced to talk 
about these issues and, worse stll, talk about them in the church with our bishops presiding.



85

We feel that U.S delegates have no respect for our bishops. We were 
shocked at the General Conference 2016 when someone lashed out 
at our African bishops without a clue of what our bishops go 
through to provide leadership on the contnent. One of the bishops 
from Africa was in the hospital because of malaria contracted while 
he was traveling the jungles to provide leadership to the church.

Africans are raised to respect our elders and leaders and it appears 
the U.S. culture has lost that.

Our worlds are diferent and we are likely to have diferent 
pressing issues and diferent sets of values.
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Polygamy is one of the big issues facing Africa, and it’s ofen 
confusing to pastors in the local churches. Children from 
polygamous marriages sometmes cannot be baptzed. Women 
from polygamous marriages are sometmes denied acceptance into 
women’s fellowships (organizatons equivalent to United 
Methodist Women) because of the stgma associated with 
polygamy within the church.

Polygamy is a long tme cultural phenomenon and missionaries 
created a legacy of stgma around this issue that is difcult for The 
United Methodist Church in Africa, especially since some African 
churches promote polygamy. This is an issue that we will be 
discussing for generatons to come.
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I can bet that if one visits every United Methodist district in sub-Saharan 
Africa, you will get as many positons on polygamy as there are districts. 
There is no consensus.

General Conferences have never atempted to take an inclusive positon on 
this mater. Africa has been made to believe that homosexuality is 
more important than polygamy issues.

I don’t think there is any conference in Africa that has faced a challenge of 
an LGBTQ person seeking confrmaton or ordinaton, but we have always 
dealt with issues of polygamy at all levels of the church.

In Africa, ministers are likely to face charges if they are found smoking or 
drinking alcohol— at least this is true in my conference. This is not an issue 
in the United States, where conservatves or progressives might ofer you 
alcohol if you have dinner at their home.
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Divorce is another area where we see diferences. We notce that with many of our 
counterparts from the west, when there is a challenge in their marriages, they 
simply divorce. In our culture, divorce is not taken lightly.

I remember the frst tme my name was presented to the ofcial board as a 
candidate for ministry. I did not pass because I am a child from a broken family. My 
divorced mother remarried and that lef people with reservatons about whether I 
could be a mufundisi (pastor).

It took one courageous woman to challenge the ofcial board on the third seatng 
and reason prevailed. I believe I have served my church with grace and provided 
leadership across the connecton.

How many people in Africa from either divorced families or polygamous families 
have been excluded from our churches or from leadership in the church?
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There are other justce issues like rape and the stgma associated with it, human 
rights abuses and issues like justce, democracy and governance, poverty, child 
labor and colonialism in Palestne, which all need atenton and are more 
important to Africans.

It’s tme our conservatve coaliton partners paid atenton to the real justce issues 
in Africa.



From US United Methodists vs African & Asian United Methodists
March 5, 2016 by UMC

The UMC is governed by the United Methodist Book of Discipline (BoD). The BoD is agreed to 
every 4 years at the General Conference of the church. The BoD affirms that all persons are 
individuals of sacred worth, created in the image of God and encourages United Methodists to 
be in ministry with and for all people. However, the BoD also states that homosexuality is 
incompatible with scripture and that avowed, practicing homosexuals may not be ordained as 
ministers. It further states that marriage is only between one man and one woman and further, 
forbids UMC clergy from officiating at the celebrations of same gender unions or marriages. 
Over the years a number of UMC clergy have been tried and defrocked for participating in 
same gender unions/marriages.

At the last General Conference in 2012, there was a showdown between progressive US 
Methodists and conservative Methodists boosted by folks mainly from Africa and Asia, 
regarding removing the sections of the BoD forbidding the ordination of LGBT candidates for 
ministry and officiating at same gender unions/marriages. The conservatives prevailed and 
those provisions of the BoD remained. In light of the consistent failure of pro-LGBT equality 
measures at UMC General Conferences, there have been calls for schism. Some progressive 
Methodists have voiced the opinion that failure to agree on LGBT equality in the UMC are 
sufficient grounds to divide the church. 90



91

Summary of Slides

 Extraordinary diversity in sub-Saharan Africa

 United Methodist Church contnues to expand in Africa

 Traditonalist Plan supported strongly in Africa

Issues

 Terrorism and Regional Conficts
 Reducing Poverty, etc.
 Polygamy has greater impact as an issue to African Methodism 

than issues related to homosexuality
 Dependence on American UMC for funding pan-Africa 

Initatves and Insttutons
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