


Canon: Mining for

the Word




Eric Elnes




How do you choose a
book to read?

* Fiction or non-fiction?
* Classic or contemporary?

 Read to relax or read to
learn?




Scripture

is more like rocks
with veins of gold
running through
them than pure
gold itself.



Scripture

Not every word
of the Bible
holds equal
weight and
significance. We
need to keep
sifting through
it to find the

gold.



“wm— I”
i

i

— "l'i’,', A

R )

)
2| 52co0  SE
Q < © =
- bo < >< O o
=
oo ow Lo T y5
S| 2€0y ©-vec2¢3y
7 88eE,233°5
0 =mmmm SI
— namgamrmgd
O| & = NU ST
Chw c o N O ©O
+ T o Owm 2 ©




The New
Testament
canon didn’t

exist for 3
centuries
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Marcion threw out the Old Testament
and kept Luke and 10 Letters of Paul
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Marc

Irenaeus, Tertullian & Justin Martyr



Irenaeus, Tertullian &
Justin Martyr sifted
through all the
writings circulating
among the churches



20 Books Made the Cut/Others Did Not

Matthew
Mark

Luke

John

Acts

Romans

1 Corinthians
2 Corinthians
CEIENERE

Ephesians

Philippians
Colossians

1 Thessalonians
2 Thessalonians
1 Timothy

2 Timothy

Titus

Philemon

1 John

1 Peter

ospel of Thomas
Infancy Gospel of Thomas
idache
ospel of Phillip
Secret Book of John
ospel of Truth
ospel to the Egyptians
ecret Book of James
pocalypse of Paul
Letter of Peter to Phillip
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100 Years Later 7 Books
Were Added

Hebrews

James
2 Peter

2 Jo
3Jo

N

N

Jude
Revelation



Fusebius




Prayer, Reflection, Discernment

Do you ever experience
the Holy Spirit helping you
to find “gold” from your
reading of the Bible?




Modern scholarship has cast doubt
on the authorship of several books
of the Bible, such as Ephesians &
Hebrews

How important is authorship to you?




In our modern
sensibilities, much of
the Bible seems
excessively Violent
and Brutal.

How do we justify
this as “helpful ?”




Parts of the Bible, such as
the Book of Revelation, are
filled with weird dream

imagery and prophetic
Imagination

How might we move
beyond the strangeness
to find the “gold” in
these stories




2 Timothy 2:25-26

Many scholars
concede that 2
Timothy was not
actually written by
Paul. Does this change
how you think about
this controversial
chapter?

(A servant of the Lord) must be
gentle when he corrects people
who oppose him, in the hope
that God may give them a
change of mind so that they
recognize the truth and come to
their senses, escaping the trap
of the devil who made them his
captives and subjected them to
his will.



In what ways are these passages helpful?

1 Chronicles 5:20 Matthew 5:43-44

God came to their help, and You have heard how it was
the Hagrites and all their said, You will love your

allies fell into their hands, for neighbor and hate your

they called on God as they enemy. But | say this to you,
fought, and because they put love your enemies and pray
their trust in him, he heard for those who persecute you.

their prayer.



Is there anything relevant about this weird
passage in the Bible?

Exodus 4:24-26

At a lodging place on the way, the Lord met Moses and
was about to kill him. But Zipporah (Moses’ wife) took a
flint knife, cut off her son’s foreskin and touched
Moses’ feet with it. Surely you are a bridegroom of
blood to me,” she said. So the Lord let him alone.



Those who created the
canon mined the gold for us

As lay people, we
don’t always feel
qgualified to
determine the
truth or value of
something we find
in the Bible. Eric
suggests that we
ask: Who Said It?
How Good Is [t?
How Weird Is It?
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