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What is reconciliation? What is its

relationship to healing?




Difficult questions for difficult times




What do Paul and Timothy tell us about dealing
with differences between family and friends?

* Bear with each other and forgive one another

if any of you has a grievance against someone.
Forgive as the Lord forgave you. colossians 3:13

* Be kind to one another, tenderhearted,

forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave
YOU. Ephesians 4:32



Is reasoning together similar to compromising? Does
this make us weak? Does it weaken our beliefs?

* “Come now, let us reason together, says the
Lord: though your sins are like scarlet, they
shall be as white as snow; though they are
red like crimson, they shall become like
WOoOl.” Isaiah 1:18



How to make hope a reality...

...but those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They will
soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will
walk and not be faint. isaian 40:31



What does it mean to be the church? What
role does the church play in reconciliation?

* 1 As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions.

- 2 One person believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats only
vegetables.

* 3 Let not the one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let not the one who
abstains pass judgment on the one who eats, for God has welcomed him.

- 4 Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another? It is before his own master
that he stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand.

- 5 One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems all days
alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. Romans 14:1-5



Building the Bridge Together We Must...




“Heal Our Land” by Oscar Williams



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kopj2aCclIo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kopj2aCclIo

Addendum 1: "Heal Our Land” Lyrics




Addendum 2: Three Important Things in

Human Life

"There are three things that are important in human life.
The first is to be kind. The second is to be kind. The third is to
be kind.”




Addendum 3: Lincoln’s 2" Inaugural Address

Each looked for an easier triumph, and a result less fundamental and astounding. Both read the same Bible and pray to the
same God, and each invokes His aid against the other. It may seem strange that any men should dare to ask a just God’s assistance in wringing their bread from the
sweat of other men’s faces, but let us judge not, that we be not judged. The prayers of both could not be answered. That of neither has been answered fully. The
Almighty has His own purposes.

* With malice toward none, with charity for all, with firmness in the right as God gives us to see the right, let us strive on to finish the work we are in, to bind up the
nation’s wounds, to care for him who shall have borne the battle and for his widow and his orphan, to do all which may achieve and cherish a just and lasting peace
among ourselves and with all nations.




Addendum 4: Kennedy’s 1st Inaugural
Address, excerpts

» January 20, 1961

* We observe today not a victory of party but a celebration of freedom--symbolizing an end as well as a beginning--signifying renewal as well as change.
For | have sworn before you and Almighty God the same solemn oath our forbears prescribed nearly a century and three-quarters ago.

» The world is very different now. For man holds in his mortal hands the power to abolish all forms of human poverty and all forms of human life. And yet
the same revolutionary beliefs for which our forebears fought are still at issue around the globe--the belief that the rights of man come not from the
generosity of the state but from the hand of God.

* We dare not forget today that we are the heirs of that first revolution. Let the word go forth from this time and place, to friend and foe alike, that the
torch has been passed to a new generation of Americans--born in this century, tempered by war, disciplined by a hard and bitter peace, proud of our
ancient heritage--and unwilling to witness or permit the slow undoing of those human rights to which this nation has always been committed, and to
which we are committed today at home and around the world.

* Let every nation know, whether it wishes us well or ill,

* This much we pledge--and more.

« ...To our sister republics south of our border, we offer a special pledge--to convert our good words into good deeds--in a new alliance for progress--to
assist free men and free governments in casting off the chains of poverty. But this peaceful revolution of hope cannot become the prey of hostile powers.
Let all our neighbors know that we shall join with them to oppose aggression or subversion anywhere in the Americas. And let every other power know
that this Hemisphere intends to remain the master of its own house.

« ...So let us begin anew--remembering on both sides that civility is not a sign of weakness, and sincerity is always subject to proof. Let us never negotiate
out of fear. But let us never fear to negotiate.

* In the long history of the world, only a few generations have been granted the role of defending freedom in its hour of maximum danger. | do not shrink
from this responsibility--1 welcome it. | do not believe that any of us would exchange places with any other people or any other generation. The energy,
the faith, the devotion which we bring to this endeavor will light our country and all who serve it--and the glow from that fire can truly light the world.

* And so, my fellow Americans: ask not what your country can do for you--ask what you can do for your country.

» ...Finally, whether you are citizens of America or citizens of the world, ask of us here the same high standards of strength and sacrifice which we ask of
you. With a good conscience our only sure reward, with history the final judge of our deeds, let us go forth to lead the land we love, asking His blessing
and His help, but knowing that here on earth God's work must truly be our own.



Addendum 5: Reagan’s Farewell Address Ja”‘;;\g}“,

I've thought a bit of the "shining city upon a hill." The phrase comes from John Winthrop, who wrote it to describe the America he imagined



Addendum 6: Great Is Thy Faithfulness - chris Rice




We Just Disagree...Home Free



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7wWizXiBPoA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7wWizXiBPoA
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