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“There’s an old, old story about a man named Job.
	 It’s one of the oldest stories ever told. Now Job is a good man.
	 In fact, the storyteller insists that Job is the greatest man in his whole part of the earth. 	
	 Job was a good man, but he was also a wealthy man.
	 He’s got land and crops and he’s got animals and
	 he’s got servants and he’s got a house full of kids.”

Have you ever felt like everything in your life was going right, it was all working?

If so, when was the last time you felt this way?
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Where were you when I created the earth? Tell me, since you know so much!
Who decided on its size? Certainly you’ll know that! Who came up with the blueprints 
and measurements? How was its foundation poured, and who set the cornerstone,
while the morning stars sang in chorus and all the angels shouted praise?

Job 38:4-7 (The Message)
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“So we find him sitting in ashes, mourning his loss.
	 And he’s got this broken shard of pottery and he’s
	 scraping his skin just to try and get some relief.
	 And his wife says to him, ‘Are you still holding
	 on to your integrity? Curse God and die!’”

Do you know someone who is sitting in the “ashes”?

What do you think your response should be?
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When it all falls apart, who are the people who would sit with you?

What sorts of perspectives would they offer?
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“And then Job’s friends come and they sit with him and they
	discuss what’s happened. And they each have their opinions about
	why Job is suffering like this. And so they take turns giving their answers
	and explanations. Because that’s what we want, isn’t it? When we suffer,
	we want answers and explanations. We want to know why.”



What is the way to the abode of light?
And where does darkness reside?
Can you take them to their places?
Do you know the paths to their dwellings?
Surely you know, for you were already born!
You have lived so many years!

Job 38:19-21 (NIV)
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“Why do bad things happen to good people?” 
Have you been taught that if you do the right things, God will take care of you?

In what ways do you agree or disagree with that now?
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The wings of the ostrich flap joyfully,
though they cannot compare to the wings and feathers of the stork. 

Job 39:13 (TNIV)
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“And then God said to Job:
	 Will the one who contends with the Almighty correct him?
	 Let him who accuses God answer him!” 

What is the difference between asking and accusing?
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“We want answers, don’t we? We want explanations.
	 We want to know why we suffer like we do.
	 Can somebody please explain this?”

What do we do when we don’t get the answers we are hoping for? 

Would having all the answers fix things?
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Is it your wisdom that makes the hawk soar and spread its wings toward the south?

Job 39:26 (NLT)
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“But true wisdom, the kind we find here with Job, the kind that endures,
	 the kind that sustains a person through suffering, that kind of wisdom knows
	 when to speak and when to be silent.”

When should we speak? 

When should we be silent?
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“Because your story is not over. The last word has not been spoken.
	 And there may be way more going on here than any of us realize.” How does suffering change our perspective?
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“So may you be released from always having
	 to understand why everything happens the way that it does.
	 May this freedom open you up to all sorts of new perspectives.
	 And may you have the wisdom to know when to say,
	 ‘I spoke once, but now I will say no more.’”
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This film was created using an 85-foot-tall crane.
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